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3. I asked Lena, Chris, and for help.
4. Please tell 

- 
(we, us) juniors about the pSAT.

5' I liked and 

- 
as teachers from the first day of class.

6. Please show and her father how to find the auditorium.
7. The coach asked Rosa and to demonstrate the serve.
8. The story gives (we, us) students a new idea.
9. My mother is expecting both you and

10. The newspaper article implied that the candidate had attacked
both the governor and on their records.

7e- The obiect of a preposition is in the objective case"
A preposition takes an object- the noun or pronoun in
prepositional phrases. As we would expect from the name,
these objects are in the objective case. Thus, if the object
of a preposition is a pronour, the objective case form must
be used.l

after him
against her

when a preposition has a single object, most writers
use the correct forms; however, pronouns in combinations
often cause trouble. The method used for finding the cor-
rect pronoun form as the subject or the object of a verb
will work here as well. Whenever pronouns are used in
the compound object of a preposition, make each stand
alone with the preposition. Your ear will tell you the cor-
rect form.

NoNSTANDARD Esteban will ride with you and I.
STANDARD Esteban will ride with you and me. [with me]

NONSTANDARD will you do a favor for Lorraine and he?
STANDARD Will you do a favor for Lorraine and him? [for

himl

EXERCISE 5. Number your paper 1-10. In each sentence,

1A list of commonly used prepositions will be found on page lg. Re-
minder: but is apreposition when it mean's "except"; like isu ir"positionmeaning "similar to."

Objective Forms

find the preposition and write it after the corresponding
number on your paper. After each preposition, write the
correct one of the two pronouns in parentheses. When
your paper has been corrected, use these sentences for
oral drill.

1. Would you like to play baseball with Eugenio and (I, me)?

2. These photographs were taken by Dwight and (she, her).

3. We can rely on Teresa and (he, him) for their help on this
project.

4. Would you like to sit next to Elaine and (I, meX

5. There should be more cooperation between the senior class

and (we, us).

6. Teammates like Dave and (he, .bid" can almost read each

other's minds on the basketball court.

7 . The closing lines of the play are spoken by you and (sher_hgg),

8. We have been studying the Elizabethans and have learned
much about their drama and (they, them).

9. Most of the credit for the successful fund-raising campaign
belongs to (we, us) juniors.

10. The captain tried to steer the ship between the lighthouse and
(they, them).

EXERCISE 6. This exercise covers the use of personal pro-
nouns as subjects of verbs, predicate nominatives, and
objects of verbs and prepositions. Number your paper
l-25. After each number, write the correct one of the two
pronoun forms in parentheses in the corresponding sen-
tence.

1. I was certain that it was (she, her) and Sylvester who wanted
the tickets.

2. When do you think that Joy and (I, me) should leave?

3. Because of you and (he, him), the class had to stay after
school.

4. For their work as volunteers, Mrs. Hill recommended Sally
and (she, her) for the citizenship award.

5. She gave the outline for the chapters to Dave and (I, me).

6. If I were (she, her), I would save the money earned from the
part-time job for a vacation.

toward me
without them
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the hall.

tennis.

me) checked
the total score.

14. Will you let this silly quarrel come between you and (she,
her)?

15. The author of the story never tells us whetherit was (she, her)
or the tiger behind the door.

16. Our history teacher appointed Margaret and (I, me) class
recorders during the group discussion.

17. The speakers at the pregame rally will be you and (he, him).

18. (They, Them) I remember, but I cannot recall meeting you.

19. Of all my friends, I find you and (she, her) most congenial.

20. The guidance counselor told us that winning scholarships was
the responsibility of (we, us) students.

2I. The principal later reported that (we, us) students had won
many scholarships.

22. When the game was over, I went home with (she, her) and her
sister.

23. When will you learn that (we, us) citizens must obey the
law?

24. The man who sat beside Benedetto and (I, me) was a celebrity.
25. Do you think that it could have been (they, them) who made

the donation?

EXERCISE v. Write sentences of your own, using the fol-
lowing combinations of pronouns and nouns correctly.
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7 . Neither the band nor (they, them) were stopped by the rain.

8. Just between you and (I, me), was that a fair question?

9. My brother and (I, me) always disagree about doing the
chores.

13. they and we
14. them and us
I 5. she and her father
16. her and her father .

Who and Whom

17. she nor I
18. him nor me
19. they or I
20. them or me

WHO AND WHOM

The pronouns who and whom are used in two ways in
English sentences: as interrogative pronouns, which ask a
questior, or as relative pronouns, which introduce a sub-
ordinate clause.

The rules governing the case forms of the personal pro-
nouns (pages 105-10) also apply to who and whom. Who
is nominative; whom is objective. The pronoun who is cor-
rect whenever he, she, w€, or they can be substituted for
it. The pronoun whom is correct whenever him, her, us,

or them can be substituted for it.

NoMtNATtvE Who sent the roses? [Who is the subject of the
verb sent. She sent the roses.l

Who could it be? [Who is a predicate nominative.
It could be who.l

oBJEcnvE Whom did you visit today? [Whom is the object
of the verb did visit. You did visit whom (him)
today.l

With whom did you go? [Whom is the object of
the preposition with. Did you go with him?l

3p usAGE NorE In informal English, the pronoun whom is grad-

ually dropping out of use. Consequently, a sentence in which
who is used in place of whom is acceptable in informal speech

and writing. However, in formal English the distinction in the

nominative and objective forms should be observed.

TNFoRMAL Who did he mention?

FoRMAL Whom did he mention? [Whom is the object of the
verb did mention.l

INFoRMAL Who were you referring to?

FSRMAL To whom were you referring? IWhom is the object
of the preposition ro.l

10. That was probably (we, us) whom you heard in
1 1. Ask (he, him) and Bobby for their opinions.

12. I taught Mrs. White and (she, her) how to play

13. After the wrestling meet, Mr. Leonard and (I,

1. she and I
2. her and me
3. my friend and I
4. my friend and me
5. he and I
6. him and me

7. you and I
8. you and me
9. Alice and she

10. Alice and her
I 1. Bill and they
12. Bill and them
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7l- The use of who or whom in a subordinate clause is
determined by the pronoun's function in the clause.
The case is not affected by any word outside the
clause.

To solve a who-whom problem, ask yourself the following
three questions:

1. what words make up the subordinate clause?
2. How is the pronoun used in the clause - as subject,

predicate nominative, object of the verb, object of the
preposition?

3. What is the correct case form for this use of the
pronoun?

PRoBLEM She was an old friend (who, whom) I had not seen
in years.

Step I 
Th" subordinate clause is (who, whom) I had not seen
m years.

Step 2 In this clause the relative pronoun is used as the
object of the verb had seen.

Step 3 The object of the verb is in the objective case and the
objective form of the pronoun is whom.

soLUTloN She was an old friend whom I had not seen in years.

Now see if you can solve the who-whom problem in the
following sentence. ._J

V,
PROBLEM Do you know (who, whom) he is?

Step I The subordinate clause is 

-
Step 2 In this clause 

- 
is the subjectt 

- 
is the verb;

the Pronoun (who, whom) is used as 

-.Step 3 A predicate nominative is in the 

- 
case; therefore,

soLUroN ae 
correct form'

In the example above, the pronoun looks like the object
of the verb do know in the main clause you do know. Re-
member, however, that the case of a pronoun in a subordi-
nate clause is not affected by any word outside the sub-
ordinate clause. The real object of the verb do know is the
entire subordinate clause:

ts USAGE
do not be
clause.

EXAMPLES

Who and Whom

NorE In determining whether to use who or whom,
misled by a parenthetical expression in the subordinate

This is the woman who, we believe, will be our next
governor.

There is the teacher who I think can explain the
geometry proof to you.
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EXERCTSE 8. Number your paper 1-10. After each num-

ber, write the colTect one of the two pronoun formis in
parentheses in the corresponding sentences. Use the three-

step method on page ll4 for determining the case form.

1. Betty Smith, the author of A Tree Grows in Brootklyn,was an

obscure writer (who, whom) became a celebrity overnight.

2. Her novel is an American classic, about a young girl (who,

whom) she called Francie Nolan.

3. Francie, (who, whom) we follow from girlhood to adulthood,

had only one tree in her city backyard.

4. Carson McCullers, (who, whpm) critics describe as a major
American writer, wrote a novel bbout another young girl's
coming of age.

5. If anyone can read The Member of the Wedding and not be

moved, (who, whom) could that person be?

6. Do you know (w..hg, whom) it was that play.ed Frankie in the
ero;dway proOuCtiofrrof ,&e Member of the Wedding?

7 . Pearl Buck, is a novelist (whol
familiar with.

8. The Pulitzer Pnze is awarded annually to (whoever, whom-

ever) is selected by the panel of judges.

9. Gwendolyn Brooks, (who, *49*) you told me won the Pulitzer
Pnze for poetry, also wrote a book called Maud Martha.

10. Guess (who, whom) Maud Martha really is.
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REVIEW EXERCISE. Number your paper l-25. After each
number, write the correct one of the two pronouns in the
parentheses in the corresponding sentence. Be prepared to
explain your choices.

1. To (who, whom) was the letter addressed?

2. Among those who had never been absent from school were
Bobby and (I, me).

3. I have always thought that Beth and (he, him) had a lot in
common.

4. Listening to Ella Fitzgerald records keeps my friends and (I,
me) occupied for hours and hours.

Other Problems in the Use of Pronouns

20. Do you think Lynn and (she, her) would make good exchange
students?'

21. Jim Hightower was the one (who, whom) I thought was most
likely tb succeed at a large university. 

;

22. Since I haven't finished the book, please don't tell me (who,

whom) the murderer is.

23. The Chamber of Commerce presented Mia and (he, him)
with the awards for the best term papers on a local industry.

24. Should Cheryl and (she, her) wait for you?

25. Our new neighbors are just as cooperative as (they, them).

5. There is little doubt about (who, whom) the
girl in the class is.

6. Will you help the others and (me, myself) with
that we missed?

7. Please use the desk between Lee and (I, me).

8. Was it (she, her) (who, whom) the principal

most popular

the classwork

called to his
office?

g. It usually is Jos6 and (she, her) (who, whom) everyone wants
to hear.

10. They have many more possessions than (we, us), but we have
more fun than (they, them).

I l. May (we, us) boys go to the library to work on our history
term papers?

12. (Who, Whom) do you think Sequoya was?

13. As soon as you know (who, whom) it was that wrote Lord
of the Flies, raise your hand.

14. Besides Sharon and (I, me), there are no other candidates for
the office.

15. (Him, His) winning the medal was a surprise to all of us.

16. Our teacher thought that Sue and (I, me) were not paying
attention.

17. The title of valedictorian goes to (whoever, whomever) has
the highest average for the four years.

18. You and (I, me) are now eligible for a National Merit Schol-
arship.

19. The gift that the class sent to (she, her) and her husband was
a digital clock-radio.


