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6c. The number of the subject is not changed by a
phrase or clause following the subjecL

EXAMPLES This book is by Eudora Welty.
This book of short stories is by Eudora Welty. IBook
is still the subject.l

The girl is our next-door neighbor.

The girl who sells eggs is our next-door neighbor.
[Gtrl is, not eggs are.f

In formal writing, the number of the subject is not changed
when it is followed by such explanatory or parenthetical
phrases as along with, as well as, accompanied by, in ad-
dition to, together with, etc.

EXAMPLES Our English class, accompanied by Mrs. Strauss,
attends several plays each yeat.

Our English classes, &s well as the drama club, attend
several plays each year.

All English classes other than the freshman class
attend several plays each year.

EXERCISE 1. Number your paper l-20. After each num-
ber, write the subject of the corresponding sentence. After
the subject, write the one of the two verbs that agrees in
number with the subject.

l. The author of the stories (is, are) Leslie Silko.
2. The yearly sales of paperback books in the United States

(is, are) astronomical.

3. Tsetse flies, which carry the dreaded disease called sleeping
sickness, (attasks, attack) both humans and cattle.

4. Many inventions, as well as the discovery of certain scientific
principles, (has, have) often been ascribed to accident or
chance.

5. The inability to sleep naturally, accompanied by restlessness
and anxiety, (is, are) called insomnia.

6. The popularity of television programs (is, are) reflected in the
ratings.

Ex.l Agreement of Subject and Verb

7. The protection of forests, together with other natural
sources, (concerns, concern) all the citizens of a country.

8. The government of the United States (grants, grant) aid

re-

for
advanced study to scientists.

9. Sundews, a fascinating group of plants, (traps, trap) insects
for food.

10. Long after machines for weaving cotton and wool fabric
(was, were) invented, home weavers remained at their soli-
tary looms.

I 1. Speeding in restricted zones (endangers, endanger) both
driver and pedestrian.

12. Small amounts of fat (provides, provide) considerable heat
for the body.

13. Mica, one of the best insulating materials, (resists, resist)
high temperatures.

14. Animals other than the elephant (is, are) classified as pachy-
derms.

15. The state of Idaho, best known for its potatoes, also (pro-
duces, produce) great quantities of small grains, fruit, and
other vegetables.

16. Model-making, one of the most popular of hobbies, (develops,
develop) one's dexterity.

17. Susan B. Anthony, along with Lucy Stone and Elizabeth C.
Stanton, (was, were) part of the suffragist movement.

18. Carl's excuses for not having completed his assignment on
time always (depresses, depress) me.

19. The infantry, which fights with easily portable weapons,
(constitutes, constitute) the largest division of the ground
force in most armies.

20. One typewriter for two or three students (seems, seem)
adequate.

Indefinite Pronouns

The indefinite pronouns like some, eft!, someone, many,
everything can present usage problems. Some of these
words are always singular, some always plural, and some
can be either, depending on the meaning of the sentence.
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In addition, many of these words are followed by phrases,
as in this sentence (many of these words). Remember to
determine the number of the subject pronoun alone with-
out considering the intervening phrase before you choose
your verb.

6d. The following common words are singular: each,
either, neither, one, eaeruoft€, no onee nobodg, anuofl€,
anybodu, someofle, somebodu, eaerybadu, *uih.

Neither of the books is [not aref in the library.

Such a construction is easier to analyze if neitheris treated
as an adjective or made to stand alone as a pronoun:

Neither book is in the library.
Neither is in the library.

Not one of the pears rooks [not rook] ripe.
Not one pear looks ripe.
Not one looks ripe.

Everyone on both teams has [not have)to follow certain rules.
Everyone has to follow certain training rules.

6e' The following common words are plural: seueral,
few, both, manq, others. 

,

EXAMpLES Both of the cars start readily in cold weather.
Few of the members were at the meeting.
Many of our animals are becoming extinct.
others besides Ann admire Rita's courage.
several of the assignments require outside reading.

6f. The words sorne, aflu, none, all, and most may beeither singular or plural, depending on the meaning
of the sentence"

When the words some, aft!, all, and
word, they are singular. When they
they are plural.

most refer to a singular
refer to a plural word,

Most of the country is in the temperate zone. lMost refers to
country, which is singular.l
Most of the countries are in the temperate zone. lMoslefers
to countries, which is plural.]

All of the food tastes delicious. tAu refers to .food,
singular.l
Alt of the meals taste delicious. Va refers to meals,
plural.l

Even when it refers to a plural, the word none may be
considered singular, meaning not one, or it may be con-
sidered plural, meaning not any.

None of the dishes was broken . fnot one wasl
None of the dishes were broken . fnot any werel

EXERCISE 2. Number your paper 1-15. After the proper
number on your paper, write the one of the two verbs in
parentheses that agrees in number with the subject. Be
prepared to explain your decision.

l. Somebody in our English class (has, have) submitted an essay
to the statewide writing contest.

2. Each of the team membeqs (agrees, agree) that strict training
regulations are necessary for maximum performance.

3. Many of the methods used to preserve food (involves,
involve) the halting of enzyme action.

4. It seems to me that neither of the political parties (is, are)
entirely right on any issue.

5. Although many try out for the yearbook, only one in three
(succeeds, succeed) in making the staff.

6. All of the courses recommended for college preparatory work
(is, are) recognized by the state university.

7 - Everybody in France, it sometimes seems to tourists, (regards,
regard) cooking as a fine art.

Agreement of Subject and Verb

[Some refers to money, which

lSome refers to tickers, which

which is

which is
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Some of the money was saved.
is singular.l
Some of the tickets were sold.
is plural.l
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8. Some of the books on the reserve shelf (has, have) mysteri-
ously disappeared.

9. (Do, Does) each of the campers have a knapsack and a

sleeping bag?

10. Nobody, not even my best friends, (realizes, realize) the
troubles that I have had trying to pass English.

I 1. None of the land behind the levees (was, were) affected by
the flood.

12. Some of the reporting of supposedly objective newspaper
writers (appears, appear) to be biased.

13. Both of the paintings (shows, show) the influence of the
work of Emilio Sanchez.

14. Several on the board (refuses, refuse) to attend the public
meeting on the referendum.

15. Others besides you and me (objects, object) to the pollution
of lakes and rivers.

EXERCISE 3. Oral Dri'il. These sentences should be read
aloud many times to fix the habit of using the correct form.
Ear training is important in correcting faulty usage. In
reading aloud, stress the italicized words. Be sure that you
understand the rule of agreement that each sentence illus-
trates.

1. Neither of these answers is correct.

2. The cost of the cars was high.

3. One of my friends has the flu.

4. Are all of the students in their seats?

5. Every one of the reports is due today.

6. Several of the games were canceled.

7. The view of the mountains was splendid.

8. Most of the snow has melted.
g. Not one of the glasses has been broken.

10. The last of the assignments fs complete.

Compound Subjects

In Chapter 2 you learned that two words or groups of
words may be connected to form the compound subject

, .2 C co'* L","* 
", 
*,*, " ilof a verb. These words are usually joined by and or or 

l

and may take singular or plural verbs depending on what
the connecting word is and on whether the words joined
are singular or plural.

69. Subjects joined by and take a plural verb.

EXAMPLES A hot dog and mustard seem to belong together.
Aries, Taurus, Gemini, and .Cancer are signs of the
zodiac.

ExcEPTroN When a compound subject is considered as a unit,
not as two or more distinct things, it takes a singular verb.

Broadway and Forty-second Street [one place] is
where Times Square begins.
Apple pte and ice cream [one dish] is a favorite
American dessert.

6h. Singular subjects joined by or or nortake a singu-
lar verb.

ExAMPLES Has your mother or your father given permission to
use the car?

Neither snow nor ice keeps the mail carriers from
their appointed rounds.

Either Alice or Felicia plans to attend the performance.

6i. When a singular subject and a plural subject are
joined by or ot nor, the verb agrees with the nearer
subject.

AccEPTABLE Neithir the students nor their teacher regrets the
approach of summer.

Whenever possible, this awkward construction should be
avoided:

BETTER The students do not regret the approach of summer,
and neither does their teacher.

Another reason for avoiding this construction is that the
subjects may be different in person as well as in number.
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When that occurs, the verb must agree with the nearer
subject. In the following example, the verb must not only
be singular to agree with I; it must also have the form that
matches/asasubject:

AccEPTABLE Neither my sisters nor I am planning to attend.

BETTER My sisters are not planning to attend, and neither
am I.

EXERCISE 4. Number your paper l-25. Read each of the
following sentences aloud. If the verb agrees with the sub-
ject, write C (for correct). If the verb does not agree, write
the corTect form on your paper.

1. Both the lake and the body of water connecting it to the ocean
have been discussed repeatedly.

2. The view from the top of the surrounding hills are unforget-
table.

3. One or both of the beautiful expanses of water are likely to
be destroyed.

4. Some of the signs of destruction are already clearly visible.

5. Signs of decay which should be recognized by every visitol
includes the littered appearance of the shoreline as well as
the absence of wildlife.

6. The effective date of the new regulations have not yet been
determined.

7. Not one of the participants in the discussions was eager to
bring that issue to a vote.

8. In addition, not one of the disputing parties seem particularly
willing to compromise.

9. Every one of the attempts to establish principles have ended
in failure.

10. Neither the statement of the problems nor the solution sug-
gested for them satisfies the committee.

1 1. The terms filibuster and point of order seem to be synonymous
with the word discussion.

12. The local City Planning Council and the Union of Shore In-
dustries together constitutes the committee.

13. The idea of further discussion and delay, as well as the rising
costs involved, anger the local citizens.

PartY, have notified the Environmental Protection Agency.
15. Assistant Director Gray, with a number of her staff, is ex-

pected to tour the area. ',

16. A waterside community hemmed in by mountains change its
local habits and customs more slowly than one less dependent
on the sea.

17. Heavy industrial use, as well as community sewage disposal,
has afiected the capacity of the water to sustain wildlife and
provide breeding grounds.

18. Besides having a financial interest in the waters, investors and
the local community uses it for sports and other recreational
purposes.

19. Most of the city budget - atleast two thirds - consist of water-
related income and expenditures.

20. Neither the proposals of the mayor's special task force
the recommendation of the Planning Council have been
into effect.

21. The beach and the water are primary concerns of most local
residents.

22. Fish and chips is a specialty of the local restaurants.
23. Each of the shorefront families have a dock on the beach.
24. A number of the members of the Planning Council refuse to

back the recommendations of the majority.
25. The discussion of issues seem useless in helping the com-

munity come to grips with the problem.

OTHER PROBLEMS IN AGREEMENT

6i. When the subject follows the verb, os in questions
and in sentences beginning with there and here, be
careful to determine the subject and make sure that
the verb agrees with it.

NONSTANDARD Here's your keys.

STANDARD Here are your keys.

NoNSTANDARD Where is the hammer and nails?
STANDARD Where are the hammer and nails?
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6k. Collective nouns may be either slngular or plura!.

A collective noun is singular in form but names a group of
persons, animals, or things: crowd, flock, choris, jury,
family. By its very nature, &try collective noun may have
either a singular or a plural meaning. When the ,pruk"r or
writer is thinking of the group as a single unit, it takes a
singular verb; when the speaker or writer is thinking of the
individual parls or members of the group, it takes a plural
verb.

The football team practices every day. [The speaker is think-
ing of the team as a unit, as though it were a single person.l
The football team buy their own uniforms. [The speaker is
thinking of the individual members of the team, each of whom
buys his own uniform.l

The herd of elk is in the meadow. [the herd as a unit]
The herd of elk disperse at the slightest noise. [Each indi-
vidual elk bounds in a different direction.l

The majority of the party has given its assent. [The majority
as a unit has given its assent.l
The majority of the party have cast negative votes. [The
speaker is thinking of all those individual members - a
majority - whose votes were negative.l

61. Expres$ions statlng amount (time, nnon€v, meas-
urement, weight, volume, fractions) are usually sin-
gular.

EXAMPLES Four score and seven years equals eighty-seven years.
[a single period]

seven hundred kilometers is a long drive by car. [one
distancel

Fifty dollars seems a reasonable price. [a single sum
of moneyl

When, however, an amount is considered to be individual
parts rather than a single unit, a plural verb is used.

EXAMPLES Two silver dollars were lying on the iounter. [The
dollars are thought of separately.l

eil.5 Other Problems in Agreement

seven years is a harsh sentence. [The prison term is
thought of as a unit.l
seven yehrs have passed since we last saw him.
[Each year is thought of separately.]

Fractions followed by phrases can sometimes cause
problems. In the examples immediately following, the form
of the verb seems to be determined by the number of the
noun in the phrase.

Four fifths of the problem is complete.
Four fifths of the problems are complete.

This, like rule 6f on page 86, is an exception to rule 6c
on page 84, which says the number of the subject is not
changed by the phrase following it. A fraction is singular
when it refers to a singular word - problem in the first ex-
ample above. It is plural when it refers to a plural word -problems in the second example. '

EXERCISE 5. Number your paper l-zl.After the proper
number on your paper, write the verb in parentheses that
agrees in number with the subject. Be prepared to defend
your choice

1. Under no circumstances (is, are) a student allowed to loiter
near the school.

2. Twenty dollars (is, are) a high price for a theater ticket.
3. The public education system for boys and girls in the United

States (is, are) principally supported by local taxes.

4. As the curtain falls, the audience, as one body, (stands, stand)
to applaud Chita Rivera's splendid performance.

5. Either snow or ice or fog (makes, make) drivin g a hazardous
undertaking.

6. There (is, are) the papers I was looking for.
7. The return of his gold coins (was, were) a shock to Silas

Marner.
8. Alertness, as well as stamina and strength, (is, are) important

to rescue workers.
9. 'Perhaps the best thing about birthdays (is, are) looking for-

ward to them.
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10. There (is, are) almost seven million volumes in the New York
Public Library.

.1 1. On our block alone, ninety-five dollars (was, were) collected

for the American Cancer SocietY.

!2. Few of the excuses given by students for careless and sloppy
handwriting (is, are) valid.

.13. Of the earth's sutface, three tenths (is, are) land.

14. Contemporary painting, with its distortion of traditional
shapes, (puzzles, puzzle) many people.

15. Many of the parents of our students (attends, attend) Back-

to-School Night.

16. Frustration, failure, and lack of opportunity (leads, lead) to
school dropouts.

17. Either fruit juice or milk (serves, serve) as a healthful in-

between-meals snack.

18. The poetry and plays of today's writers (is, are) tomorrow's
"classics."

19. Every one of the dresses and coats (is, are) selling at half
price.

20. Twenty percent of each tax dollar (goes, go) toward the

maintenance of, roads.

6m. The title of a work of art or the name of an organi-
zation, or a country, even when plural in form, tflkes a

singular verb"

ExAMeLES Chaucer's Canterbury Tales includes many humor-

ous charactenzations.

"Tales from the Vienna Woods" is one of Strauss's
most popular waltzes.

The Malay States is now part of the Federation of
Malaysia.

EXcEploN Some organizations (Girl Scouts, New York Mets,
Elks, etc.) customarily take a plural verb.

The Sons of Italy are giving this benefit.

6n. A few nouf,S, although plural in form, take a sin-
gular verb,

Three classes of confusing words are described below.
Examine these carefully. Whenever you encounter a simi-
lar word and are uncertain of its usage, consult your die-tionary. ' o

1. words that are plural in form but singular in usage:

EXAMPLES aeronautics genetics mumps
civics mathematics news
economics measles physics

Keep in mind that the examples given above do not make a
rule that can be consistently followed. For example, the
following similar words are more often plural than singular:
acoustics, athletics, statistics, tactics. The word politics
may be either singular or plural. For a detailed discussion
of the usage of words ending in -ics,look up -ics in your
dictionary.

2. Words that have no singular forms:
EXAMPLES pliers

sclssors

Notice that these plural nouns refer to pairs of things. If
they are preceded by the word pair, use a singular verb.

EXAM PLE 
;l! il,'J:ifi,:l *:ffi:',ili,i;ench

3. Plural forms of foreign nouns:

Certain English nouns of foreign origin retain their foreign
plural forms, especially in scientific and technical writing.
Always consult your diction ary when you do not know
whether a specific form is singular or plural, or when you
do not know how to write the plural form of any word.

SINGULAR

analysis 
r

nucleus
parenthesis
phenomenon
radius

shears
trousers

PLURAL

analyses
nuclei '

parentheses
phenomena
radii
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60. When the subject and the predicate nornlnative
are differeirt in number, ttre verb agrees with the sub-
iect, not with ,l* predicate nominative.

EXAMpLES Crocuses are one of the first signs of spring.

One of the first signs of spring is crocuses.

Quite often this construction, although correct, js some-
what awkward.

AWKWARD The best thing about solitary country walks is the
chances to observe nature's wonders quietly.
The chances to observe nature's wonders quietly are
the best thing about solitary country walks.

BETTER Best of all, solitary country walks provide chances
to observe nature's wonders quietly.

6p. Eaery or rnanry a before a subject is followed by a
singular verbi

EXAMPLES Every car and truck was stopped by the roadblock.
Many a person chooses security over adventure, some-
times a regrettable decision.

6q. Doesn't and don't must agree with their subjects.

Speakers and writers sometimes forget that don't is a con-
traction for do not, and doesn't is a contraction for does
not. With the subjects I and !ou, use don't. With other
subjects, use doesn't when the subject is singular, and
don't when the subject is plural.

EXAMPLES She doesn't know my name.

This doesn't solve the problem.

It doesn't run fast enough.

They don't always win.

By always using doesn't after he, she, it, thts, that, you
can eliminate most of the common errors in the use of
don''t and doesn't.

EXERCISE 6. Number your paper l-25. After the proper

Other Problems in Agreement

number, write the correct one of the two verbs in paren-
theses in each sentence.

l.i The Oxford Book of English Verse, one of the best-known
anthologies, (contains, contain) some of the most famous
poems in English literature.

2. (Does, Do) every boy and girl in kindergarten visit the zoo?

3. The total received from the sale of tickets (was, were) three

hundred dollars.

4. Mathematics, &s a subject, (doesn't, don't) always appeal to
students who excel in English studies.

5. There (is, are) many reasons why I want to go to college.

6. Arigela (doesn't, don't) have as much physical work to do as

her grandmother had.

7. Ships and sailors, as well as soldiers and armies, (appears,

appear) in many of Shakespeare's plays.

8. Neither the plaintiff nor the defendant (has, have) changed

his mind about the suit.

9. Many of the books that I have read about photograp.tty
(doesn't, don't) give enough information on camera settings

used in shooting photographs.

l0. "Seventeen Syllables" (recounts, recount) the story of a

Japane se- American familY.

1 1. In churches all over the country, the number of enrolled

members (has, have) varied widely over the years.

12. Neither of the does in the zoo (has, have) had a fawn this

spring.

13. Measles (is, are) less prevalent now that children can be in-

oculated against the disease.

14. In Roman mythology, the goddess of invention, 'who was

admired for her wisdom by many, (was, were) Minerva.

15. True sonnets, whether Italian or Shakespearean, (has, have)

fourteen lines.

16. One of the courses recommended by many colleges (is, are)

physics.

17. Neither of my cats (likes, like) cream.

18. Our cat (doesn't, don't) like us to pick up its kittens.
g. More important than some students believe .(is, are) the

scores on aptitude tests.
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Jay' Kay, and Mae have donated their time to the
project.

(3) Two or more singular antecedents ioined by or or nor
should be referred to by a singular pronoun.

EXAMPLES Either Rinaldo or Bilt will always do his best work
under pressure.

Neither Sharon nor Carla thinks she is ready for the
test.

(4) The number of a relative pronoun is determined by the
number of its antecedent,

EXAMPLES A letter of welcome is sent to everyone who moves
into the neighborhood. IWho refers to the singular
word everyone; therefore, it takes the singular verb
moves,f

It is the most coveted of all the awards that are given
each year. lThat refers to the plural word awards.f

F N0TE Strict agreement between pronoun and antecedent is
sometimes abandoned to prevent an unnatural construction.

The rules of agreement may sometimes lead to absurd
constructions. This occurs when a singular pronoun is
used to agree with a singular antecedent even though the
meaning of the antecedent is clearly plural. when the
meaning of the antecedent is plural, & plural pronoun must
be used.

ABSURD Nobody left the party early because he was
himself. [In this sentence, nobody is clearly
meaning, and the singular pronouns he and
though grammatically correct, are confusing
natural.l

BETTER Nobody left the party early because they were
themselyes.

enjoying
plural in
himself,
and un-

enjoying

ABSURD Everyone in the club volunteered to help, although he
' was pressed for time.

eerreC Everyone in the club volunteered to help, although
they were pressed for time.

Agreement of Pronoun and Antecedent

EXERCISE 8. Number your paper 1-10. After each num-
ber, write a pronoun to fill the blank in the corresponding
sentence, making sure that it agrees with its antecedent.
When your answers have been corrected, use the sentences
for oral drill.

1. Each teacher prepares 

- 
own tests.

2. One of the birds built nest in the holly tree.

3. Both Jane and Ruth added contributions to the fund.

4. If anyone else wishes to go, tell 

- 
to notify Mrs. Hill.

5. Many of the students have typed term papers.

6. Not one of the students turned in paper late.

7. Neither Angela nor Alice has lost faith in me.

8. Either Mr. Phillips or Mr. Schwartz must give permis-
sion.

9. Each of the boys brought 

- 
own sandwiches.

10. Everyone in the class has paid dues..

REVIEW EXERCISE. This exercise covers agreement of
both verb and subject and pronoun and antecedent. Num-
ber your paper 1-10. If a sentence is correct, write a *;
if it is incorrect, write a 0. One error makes a sentence
incorrect. Revise all incorrect sentences.

1. Do you know what the differences between human beings and
animals is?

2. One of the differences are that human beings can reason.

3. You may ask: Don't dogs and monkeys have the ability to
think?

4. Yes, but an animal's thinking and human understanding,
although they seem identical, is not really the same thing.

5. When human beings use their minds to reason, they are using
their minds in a very complicated manner.

i6. Sometimes it seems that there is reasoning processes going
on in the minds of particularly smart monkeys and dogs, but
they are not really using intelligent understanding.

7. People has the capacity to adapt themselves to their sur-
roundings.


